SA CRED MEN AND WOMEN

BOOK I

Belief that
the dead
come to
life in the
form of
serpents.

scale once a year on the fifth day of the bright fortnight of
SrivanaQuly and August). The representations of serpents
are cut in stone slabs and are set up round an Asvattha tree
on a platform, on which is also generally planted a margosa
tree. These snakes in stones are set up in performance of
vows and are said to be specially efficacious in curing bad
sores and other skin diseases and in giving children. The
women go to such places for worship with milk, fruits, and
flowers on the prescribed day which is observed as a feast
day," They wash the stones, smear them with turmeric,
and offer them curds and fruits. Sometimes they search out
the dens of serpents and pour milk into the holes for the
live reptiles.1

8 7.  Reincarnation of the Dead

0

The reason why snakes were so often supposed to be
the fathers of human beings is probably to be found in the
common belief that the dead come to life and revisit their
old homes in the shape of serpents.

This notion is widely spread in Africa, especially among
tribes of the Bantu stock. It is held, for example, by the
Zulus, the Thonga, and other Caffre tribes of South Africa ;2
by the Ngoni of British Central Africa ;B by the Wabondei,*
the Masai,5 the Suk,6 the Nandi,7 and the Akikuyu of
German and British East Africa;8 and by the Dinkas of
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